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Armstrong, Kelley.  The Boy Who Cried Bear    Available                       
Haven's Rock is a well-hidden town surrounded by forest. And it's supposed to be, being that it's a refuge for 
those who need to disappear. Detective Casey Duncan and her husband, Sheriff Eric Dalton already feel at 
home in their new town, which reminds them of where they first met in Rockton. And while they know how to 
navigate the woods and its various dangers, other residents don't. Which is why people aren't allowed to 
wander off alone. When Max, the town's youngest resident--taught to track animals by Eric--fears a bear is 
stalking a hiking party, alarms are raised. Even stranger, the ten-year-old swears the bear had human eyes. 
Casey and Eric know the dangers a bear can present, so they're taking it seriously. But odd occurrences are 
happening all around them, and when a dead body turns up, they're not sure what they're up against. 

 
Ascher, Aurora.  Sanctuary of the Shadow  Available    
For humans, Salizar's is a place of mystery and wonder. For Harrow, it's a place to hide from those who 
slaughtered her entire clan. A haven where she can disguise both her abilities and who she really is. 
Until he arrives. He has no recollection of who--or even what--he is. He only knows that he's a monster, with 
wings and powerful abilities never seen before. But beneath the layers of rage and isolation, one glimpse into 
those inky black eyes reveals a soul that calls out to the loneliness in Harrow. And so she chooses him. 
She is drawn to the mystery of him, her unquenchable need for his kiss. And as powerful enemies align and 
conspire against them, Harrow knows their only hope is escape. Now, with every secret she unlocks from his 
past, a shadow from her own whispers free--luring enemies who will stop at nothing to get their final revenge 
on Harrow. And she's given them the perfect weapon...because her winged beast is not what he seems. But 
maybe it's time they finally learn--neither is she. 
 

Bailey, Tessa.  Need Me    Coming soon!                        
When Honey Perribow traded in her cowboy boots for stilettos and left her small Kentucky town to attend 
Columbia University, she never expected to find a dirt-cheap apartment or two new best friends. No stranger to 
hard work, Honey is completely focused on her medical degree ... until she sees newly minted professor Ben 
Dawson, and her concentration is hijacked. Honey is fascinated by her gorgeous young English professor and 
vows to find a crack in his tweed-wearing, glasses-clad exterior. At an off-campus party, an accident lands Ben 
in a dark, locked closet with a sexy-sounding Southern belle ... and their chemistry is explosive. But when he 
discovers that the girl in his arms is the same beautiful student he can't stop thinking about, he is stunned. 
Student-teacher relationships are strictly forbidden ... yet no matter how hard he tries, Ben can't stay away 
from Honey. 

 
Baldacci, David.  A Calamity of Souls   Available  
Jack Lee is a white lawyer from Freeman County, Virginia, who has never done anything to push back against 
racism, until he decides to represent Jerome Washington, a Black man charged with brutally killing an elderly 
and wealthy white couple. Doubting his decision, Lee fears that his legal skills may not be enough to prevail in 
a case where the odds are already stacked against both him and his client. And he quickly finds himself out of 
his depth when he realizes that what is at stake is far greater than the outcome of a murder trial. Desiree 
DuBose is a Black lawyer from Chicago who has devoted her life to furthering the causes of justice and 
equality for everyone. She comes to Freeman County and enters a fractious and unwieldy partnership with Lee 
in a legal battle against the best prosecutor in the Commonwealth. Yet DuBose is also aware that powerful 
outside forces are at work to blunt the victories achieved by the Civil Rights era.  Lee and DuBose could not be 



more dissimilar. On their own, neither one can stop the prosecution's deliberate march towards a guilty verdict 
and the electric chair. But together, the pair fight for what once seemed impossible: a chance for a fair trial and 
true justice. Over a decade in the writing, A Calamity of Souls breathes richly imagined and detailed life into a 
bygone era, taking the reader through a world that will seem both foreign and familiar. 
 

Carr, Robyn.  The Friendship Club   Available  

Four women come together at a tumultuous time in their lives, forging an unbreakable bond that will leave 
them all forever changed. Celebrity cooking show host Marni McGuire has seen it all. She's been married--
twice--and widowed and divorced. Now in her mid-fifties, she's single. Happily so. She just needs to convince 
her pregnant daughter, Bella, of this fact. And maybe convince herself, too. Especially after Marni's efforts to 
humor her determined daughter result in a series of disastrous dates that somehow prompt Marni to wonder if 
maybe the right man for her is still out there after all. Similarly single, Marni's best friend and colleague is 
confident she's content without a man, but both older women soon find themselves leading by example as the 
young intern on their show appears caught in a toxic relationship--and Bella reveals her own marriage maybe 
isn't built to withstand the stresses of the baby on the way. Suddenly, all four women find themselves at a 
crossroads, each navigating the challenges of dating, marriage, loneliness and love. Thankfully, they have 
each other to lean on. The realities of modern love are far from easy, but there's no better group to have in 
your corner than friends who will lift you up, no matter what, and hold fast in the face of any storm. 
 

Connelly, Lucy.  Death at a Scottish Wedding   Available 

Finally feeling like Sea Isle, Scotland is becoming her new home, American doctor Emilia McRoy is delighted 
when she is invited to a wedding at Morrigan's Castle. Her friends have warned her that it's a three-day party 
and it's bound to get wild, not to mention the impending snowstorm. Constable Ewan Campbell, owner of the 
castle, ensures their safety with the blizzard. What he didn't ensure, is that all of his guests would survive the 
night alive. When Emilia explores the impressive castle, she finds a dead man in one of the turrets. The 
snowstorm hits and the local police can't reach the castle until it lets up. With no one able to leave, the family 
insists they carry on with the wedding, which makes Emilia's job as the coroner a bit easier--the suspects are 
in one placeƯ----and complicated because the killer has Emilia in his sights. The fact no one claims to know 
the victim isn't helping. Why would someone no one knows be murdered at a castle in the middle of nowhere? 
It's up to Emilia to uncover the mystery who the victim is, so the killer doesn't get away Scot free. 
 

                                                                                        
 

Deese, Nicole.  The Words We Lost    Available 
As a senior acquisitions editor for Fog Harbor Books in San Francisco, Ingrid Erikson has rejected many a 
manuscript for lack of defined conflict and dramatic irony--two elements her current life possesses in spades. 
In the months following the death of her childhood best friend and international bestselling author Cecelia 
Campbell, Ingrid has not only lost her ability to escape into fiction due to a rare trauma response, but she's 
also desperate to find the closure she's convinced will come with Cecelia's missing final manuscript.After Ingrid 
jeopardizes her career, she fears her future will remain irrevocably broken. But then Joel Campbell--the man 
who shattered her belief in happily-ever-afters--offers her a sealed envelope from his late cousin, Cecelia, 
asking Joel and to put their differences aside and retrieve a mysterious package in their coastal Washington 
hometown.Honoring Cecelia's last request will challenge their convictions and test their loyalties, but through it 
all, will Ingrid and Joel be brave enough to uncover a twice-in-a-lifetime love? 
 
 

 



DeWitt, Patrick.  French Exit: A Tragedy of Manners   Available 
Frances Price -- tart widow, possessive mother, and Upper East Side force of nature -- is in dire straits, beset 
by scandal and impending bankruptcy. Her adult son Malcolm is no help, mired in a permanent state of 
arrested development. And then there's the Price's aging cat, Small Frank, who Frances believes houses the 
spirit of her late husband, an infamously immoral litigator and world-class cad whose gruesome tabloid death 
rendered Frances and Malcolm social outcasts. Putting penury and pariahdom behind them, the family decides 
to cut their losses and head for the exit. One ocean voyage later, the curious trio land in their beloved Paris, 
the City of Light serving as a backdrop not for love or romance, but self-destruction and economic ruin - to 
riotous effect. A number of singular characters serve to round out the cast: a bashful private investigator, an 
aimless psychic proposing a seance, a doctor who makes house calls with his wine merchant in tow, and the 
inimitable Mme. Reynard, aggressive houseguest and dementedly friendly American expat.  
 

Eason, Lynette.  Double Take    Available 

Detective James Cross has been honorably discharged from the Army Criminal Investigation Division due to 
wounds sustained when an IED blew up near him. Now with the Lake City Police Department, he's rooming 
with this good buddy and partner, Cole, while he figures out his family dynamics. Physician Assistant Lainie 
Jackson is eighteen months out from an attempted murder perpetrated by her ex, which ended when she 
managed to grab the weapon and shoot him. When he appears to have survived and is back to finish the job 
he started, Lainie insists it's not possible. But someone keeps trying to kill her, and she keeps seeing his face. 
Together, Lainie and James must work together to find out who, exactly, is after her and why he wants her 
dead. And failure is not an option. USA Today bestselling author Lynette Eason will leave you breathless with 
this fast-paced first book in a brand-new series.                     

 

Elston, Ashley.  First Lie Wins     Available 
Evie Porter has everything a nice, Southern girl could want: a perfect, doting boyfriend, a house with a white 
picket fence and a garden, a fancy group of friends. The only catch: Evie Porter doesn't exist. The identity 
comes first: Evie Porter. Once she's given a name and location by her mysterious boss Mr. Smith, she learns 
everything there is to know about the town and the people in it. Then the mark: Ryan Sumner. The last piece of 
the puzzle is the job. Evie isn't privy to Mr. Smith's real identity, but she knows this job will be different. Ryan 
has gotten under her skin, and she's starting to envision a different sort of life for herself. But Evie can't make 
any mistakes--especially after what happened last time. 

                                                                                                                          
 

Finn, A.J.  End of Story  Available     
"I'll be dead in three months. Come tell my story." So writes Sebastian Trapp, reclusive mystery novelist, to his 
longtime correspondent Nicky Hunter, an expert in detective fiction. With mere months to live, Trapp invites 
Nicky to his spectacular San Francisco mansion to help draft his life story . . . while living alongside his 
beautiful second wife, Diana; his wayward nephew, Freddy; and his protective daughter, Madeleine. Soon 
Nicky finds herself caught in an irresistible case of real-life "detective-fever." Twenty years earlier--on New 
Year's Eve 1999--Sebastian's first wife and teenage son vanished from different locations, never to be seen 
again. Did the perfect crime writer commit the perfect crime? And why has he emerged from seclusion, two 
decades later, to allow a stranger to dig into his past? "Life is hard. After all, it kills you." As Nicky attempts to 
weave together the strands of Sebastian's life, she becomes obsessed with discovering the truth . . . while 
Madeleine begins to question what her beloved father might actually know about that long-ago night. And when 
a corpse appears in the family's koi pond, both women are shocked to find that the past isn't gone--it's just 
waiting. 
 
 

 



Fisher, Tarryn.  Good Half Gone    Available  
Iris Walsh saw her twin sister Piper get kidnapped--so why does no one believe her? Iris narrowly escaped her 
pretty, popular twin sisters fate as a teen--kidnapped and trafficked and long gone before the cops agreed to 
investigate. Months later, Piper's newborn son Callum was dropped on their estranged mother's doorstep in 
the dead of night, with a note in Piper's handwriting signed simply, Twin. As an adult, Iris wants one thing--
proof. Because she knows exactly who took Piper all those years ago, and she has a pretty good idea of who 
Callum's father is. She just has to get close enough to prove it. And if the police won't help, she'll just have to 
do it her own way--by interning at the isolated Shoal Island Hospital for the criminally insane, where her target 
is kept under lock and key. Iris soon realizes that something sinister is bubbling beneath the surface of the 
Shoal, and that the patients aren't the only ones being observed. 
 

Gerritsen, Tess.  The Spy Coast  Available 

Former spy Maggie Bird came to the seaside village of Purity, Maine, eager to put the past behind her after a 
mission went tragically wrong. These days, she's living quietly on her chicken farm, still wary of blowback from 
the events that forced her early retirement. But when a body turns up in Maggie's driveway, she knows it's a 
message from former foes who haven't forgotten her. Maggie turns to her local circle of old friends--all retirees 
from the CIA--to help uncover the truth about who is trying to kill her, and why. This "Martini Club" of former 
spies may be retired, but they still have a few useful skills that they're eager to use again, if only to spice up 
their rather sedate new lives. Complicating their efforts is Purity's acting police chief, Jo Thibodeau. More 
accustomed to dealing with rowdy tourists than homicide, Jo is puzzled by Maggie's reluctance to share 
information--and by her odd circle of friends, who seem to be a step ahead of her at every turn. As Jo's 
investigation collides with the Martini Club's maneuvers, Maggie's hunt for answers will force her to revisit a 
clandestine career that spanned the globe, from Bangkok to Istanbul, from London to Malta. The ghosts of her 
past have returned, but with the help of her friends--and the reluctant Jo Thibodeau--Maggie might just be able 
to save the life she's built.                                                                   
                                                                                                                                        
Goddard, Elizabeth.  Deadly Sabotage    Available 

After barely escaping a lab explosion that kills her boss, microbiologist Kinsley Langell discovers that the blast 
was no accident--someone intentionally set off a bomb. With a target on her back and the police compromised, 
Kinsley must rely on her ex, protection specialist Brett Honor, to help investigate the crime. But someone won't 
stop until she's silenced--this time permanently. Can Kinsley and Brett uncover the culprit before hired killers 
finish the job?  

                                              
Hasan, Erum Shazia. We Meant Well  Available 

A propulsive debut that grapples with timely questions about what it means to be charitable, who deserves 
what, and who gets the power to decide. It's the middle of the night in Los Angeles when Maya, a married 
mother of one, receives the phone call. Her colleague Marc has been accused of assaulting a local girl in 
Likanni, where they operate a charitable orphanage. Can she get on the next flight? When Maya arrives, 
protesters surround the compound. The accuser is Lele, her former protégé and the chief's daughter. There 
are no witnesses, no proof of any crime. What happened that night? And what will happen to the orphanage if 
this becomes a scandal? Caught between Marc and Lele, the charity and the villagers, her marriage and new 
temptations, and between worlds, Maya lives the secret contradictions of the aid worker: there to serve the 
most deprived, but ultimately there to govern. As Maya feels the pleasures, freedoms, and humanity of life in 
Likanni, she recognizes that her American life is inextricably woven into this violent reality -- and that 
dishonesty in one place affects the realities in another. 
 

Hawkins, Rachel.  The Heiress  Available 
When Ruby McTavish Callahan Woodward Miller Kenmore dies, she's not only North Carolina's richest 
woman, she's also its most notorious. The victim of a famous kidnapping as a child and a widow four times 
over, Ruby ruled the tiny town of Tavistock from Ashby House, her family's estate high in the Blue Ridge 
mountains. In the aftermath of her death, that estate--along with a nine-figure fortune and the complicated 
legacy of being a McTavish--pass to her adopted son, Camden. But to everyone's surprise, Cam wants little to 
do with the house or the money--and even less to do with the surviving McTavishes. Instead, he rejects his 
inheritance, settling into a normal life as an English teacher in Colorado and marrying Jules, a woman just as 
eager to escape her own messy past. Ten years later, Camden is a McTavish in name only, but a summons in 



the wake of his uncle's death brings him and Jules back into the family fold at Ashby House. Its views are just 
as stunning as ever, its rooms just as elegant, but coming home reminds Cam why he was so quick to leave in 
the first place. Jules, however, has other ideas, and the more she learns about Cam's estranged family--and 
the twisted secrets they keep--the more determined she is for her husband to claim everything Ruby once 
intended for him to have. But Ruby's plans were always more complicated than they appeared. As Ashby 
House tightens its grip on Jules and Camden, questions about the infamous heiress come to light. Was there 
any truth to the persistent rumors following her disappearance as a girl? What really happened to those four 
husbands, who all died under mysterious circumstances? And why did she adopt Cam in the first place? Soon, 
Jules and Cam realize that an inheritance can entail far more than what's written in a will--and that the bonds 
of family stretch far beyond the grave.  

                                                       
 

Jimenez, Simon.  The Spear Cuts Through Water   Available 

The people suffer under the centuries-long rule of the Moon Throne. The royal family--the despotic emperor 
and his monstrous sons, the Three Terrors--hold the countryside in their choking grip. They bleed the land and 
oppress the citizens with the frightful powers they inherited from the god locked under their palace. But that 
god cannot be contained forever. With the aid of Jun, a guard broken by his guilt-stricken past, and Keema, an 
outcast fighting for his future, the god escapes from her royal captivity and flees from her own children, the 
triplet Terrors who would drag her back to her unholy prison. And so it is that she embarks with her young 
companions on a five-day pilgrimage in search of freedom--and a way to end the Moon Throne forever. The 
journey ahead will be more dangerous than any of them could have imagined. Both a sweeping adventure 
story and an intimate exploration of identity, legacy, and belonging, The Spear Cuts Through Water is an 
ambitious and profound saga that will transport and transform you--and is like nothing you've ever read before. 
                                                                                                                     

Jordan, Robert.  The Eye of the World   Available 

The Wheel of Time turns and Ages come and pass, leaving memories that become legend. Legend fades to 
myth, and even myth is long forgotten when the Age that gave it birth returns again. What was, what will be, 
and what is, may yet fall under the Shadow. When a vicious band of half-men, half beasts invade the Two 
Rivers seeking their master's enemy, Moiraine persuades Rand al'Thor and his friends to leave their home and 
enter a larger unimaginable world filled with dangers waiting in the shadows and in the light.  

 
Kelly, Lee.  With Regrets     Available 

Seven courses, seven guests, twenty-four hours that will obliterate everything. When recent NYC transplant Liz 
Brinkley and her husband are invited to an exclusive soiree by their neighbor, 'lifestyle guru' Britta Harris-Che, 
Liz's immediate thought is hell no. Britta is insufferable, and Liz is wary to leave her young children with a 
barely teenage babysiter. And yet she RSVPs anyway, trying to extend an olive branch to her withdrawing 
husband, who seems desperate to get in with the cliquey elite. They've barely made it through their first round 
of champagne when a 'red alert' comes through their phones, and every channel on the television tells the 
same story: strange atmospheric masses, reported to look like 'glimmering clouds,' have been spreading 
through major US cities and killing anyone they touch. Authorities have just one clear directive: Find shelter. 
Immediately. A collective panic seizes the dinner party; all the guests have children at home. In the mad dash 
to their cars, they see it: a shimmer net floating over the town. The street is littered with wrecked cars and dead 
bodies. Leaving now is not an option. Instead, the group launches into survival mode, grabbing supplies to take 
shelter in the hosts' wine cellar. But everyone has very different opinions about the best plan from there. Liz 
becomes increasingly willing to do anything it takes to get back to her children. As the glimmering clouds 
continue to kill anyone who steps outside, the tensions and suspicions among the party guests near a boiling 
point. But she begins to realize that there may be others in that cellar even more desperate than she is. 
 



Kubica, Mary.  She’s Not Sorry   Available 

Everyone has secrets, but not everyone has remorse... A terrible accident. Meghan Michaels is trying to find 
balance between being a single mom and working full time as an ICU nurse, when a patient named Caitlin 
arrives in her ward with a traumatic brain injury. They say she jumped from a bridge and plunged over twenty 
feet to the train tracks below. A shocking revelation. When a witness comes forward with new details about 
Caitlin's fall, it calls everything they know into question. Was a crime committed? Did someone actually 
push Caitlin, and if so, who... and why? No one is safe. Meghan lets herself get close to Caitlin until she's 
deeply entangled in the mystery surrounding her. Only when it's too late, does she realize that she and her 
daughter could be the next victims...  
 

Lane, Tim.  The Neighbors We Want   Available 

Adam is having a hard time adjusting to the stay-at-home-dad life. The sleepless nights and the constant 
diaper changing are not what he expected after he was abruptly fired from his job. Then again, Adam wasn't 
prepared for his relationship with his wife Sarah to slowly come apart at the seams either. One thing, however, 
keeps him going - his growing obsession with his neighbour, Ali. But one night, something changes. While 
staying up with his baby, instead of seeing Ali in the window across the way, he sees her ex-boyfriend, Crispin, 
lurking around her house before disappearing within. When Adam hears that Ali doesn't show up for work the 
next day, and she doesn't seem to be home, he fears the worst - that she's been abducted, or possibly killed. 
His search for the truth will lead Adam on a path filled with deceit and lies. Adam knows the answers are 
lurking somewhere in the shadows of his small suburban town - the trouble is, the truth is hard to find when 
everyone has something to hide.  
 

                     
 
Luscombe, Jeffrey.  To Refrain From Embracing   Available  
From the backdrop of an impoverished steel-working community in working-class Hamilton, Ontario, in the 
1970s, To Refrain From Embracing follows the trials faced by a small family after suicide-attempt results in 33-
year-old veteran Ted being checked into the Hamilton Psychiatric Hospital. His wife Gloria struggles with family 
finances and growing worries related to the well-being of their 10-year-old son Josh while also re-embracing 
her Indigenous identity through encounters with a local steelworker and remembrances of her mother. Josh, 
meanwhile, struggles with his nascent sexuality, lack of acceptance from his peers, and fears about his father's 
mental health, all while entering into a friendship with a troubled neighbourhood teen. To Refrain From 
Embracing is an immersive, naturalistic, and darkly comedic exploration of a family pushed up against personal 
and societal precepts of class, race, and sexuality. 
 

Mohanty, Gourav.  Sons Of Darkness    Available 
Bled dry by violent confrontations with the Magadhan Empire, the Mathuran Republic simmers on the brink of 
oblivion. Senator Krishna and his third wife Satyabhama have put their plans in motion, both within and beyond 
the Republic's blood-soaked borders, to protect it from total annihilation. But they are soon to discover that 
neither gold nor alliances last forever -- and that they are not the only players on the board. Mati, Pirate-
Princess of Kalinga, has decided to mend her ways and become a good wife. But old habits die hard, 
especially when one habitually uses murder to settle old scores. Brooding and beautiful Karna hopes to bury 
his brutal past, but finds that destiny is a miser when it comes to granting second chances. Hero-turned-
torturer Shakuni limps through a path of daggers. Meanwhile, his foes and woes multiply, leaving little time for 
vengeance. Their lives are about to become yet more difficult, as a cast of sinister queens, naive kings, pious 
assassins and ravenous priests are converging where the Son of Darkness is prophesied to rise... even as 
forgotten Gods prepare to play their hand.  

                                                              
 



                           
Murrin, Orlando.  Kinfe Skills for Begninners    Available 
At a Belgravia cookery school, murder is on the menu... A recipe for disaster. When chef Paul Delamare 
agrees to help his old friend Christian by teaching at an exclusive residential cookery school in Belgravia, the 
only thing he expects his students to murder is his taste buds. But on the first night, the unthinkable happens: 
someone turns up dead. The school rests on a knife-edge. Could one of his students be the killer? Or could it 
be Rose--the owner of the school, a woman with secrets and a murky past? The police are convinced Paul is 
the culprit. After all, he's good with a blade, was first on the scene--and everyone knows what chefs are really 
like. It all boils down to murder. The students are sharpening their knives, and if Paul can't solve the mystery 
fast--as well as teach them how to make a perfect hollandaise sauce--he'll be the next to get the chop. 
 

Osman, Richard.  The Thursday Murder Club  Available 
In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss unsolved 
crimes; together they call themselves the Thursday Murder Club. When a local developer is found dead with a 
mysterious photograph left next to the body, the Thursday Murder Club suddenly find themselves in the middle 
of their first live case. As the bodies begin to pile up, can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, 
before it's too late? 

 
Paretsky, Sara.  Pay Dirt   Available 
V. I. Warshawski is famous for her cool under fire, her intelligence, her humor, her unflinching courage, and her 
love of good coffee. But even the strongest people sometimes need a break to recharge, so her friends send 
her to Kansas for a weekend of college basketball where Angela, one of her protégées, is playing. And that's 
where trouble finds V.I. Sabrina, one of Angela's roommates, disappears and V.I. agrees to try to find her. 
Finding a missing person in a city where she knows few people and doesn't have her trusted contacts is hard, 
but not as hard as the brutally negative reaction to the detective from some of the locals. When V.I. finds 
Sabrina close to death in a remote house, she lands herself in the FBI's crosshairs and faces a violent online 
backlash. The men running the county's opioid distribution are also not happy. Discovering a dead body in the 
same house a few days later, V.I. is pitched headlong into a local land-use battle with roots going back to the 
Civil War. She finds that today's combatants are just as willing as opponents in the 1860s to kill to settle their 
differences. V.I.'s survival depends on keeping one step ahead of players in a game she never intended to 
play, before the clock runs down. 
 

Peterson, Tracie.  Knowing You   Available 
Budding artist May Parker is captivated by the Japanese exhibits at the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition and 
longs to know more about her mother's heritage--which her mother refuses to speak of because of the 
heartache she left behind in Japan. Wanting to experience more of the exhibits, May works as a Camera Girl--
but her curiosity leads her into danger when a suit of samurai armor becomes the target of an elusive art 
forger.After ten years apart, May is reunited with her childhood friend Lee Munro, a police detective assigned 
to keep a watchful eye on the exposition. Their friendship immediately begins to blossom with hints of 
something more, but when they become entangled in a dangerous heist involving the samurai armor and their 
love is threatened, can they overcome the odds against them? 
 

Quinn, Joanna. The Whalebone Theatre   Available 
One blustery night in 1928, a whale washes up on the shores of the English Channel. By law, it belongs to the 
King, but twelve-year-old orphan Cristabel Seagrave has other plans. She and the rest of the household--her 
sister, Flossie; her brother, Digby, long-awaited heir to Chilcombe manor; Maudie Kitcat, kitchen maid; Taras, 
visiting artist--build a theatre from the beast's skeletal rib cage. Within the Whalebone Theatre, Cristabel can 
escape her feckless stepparents and brisk governesses, and her imagination comes to life. As Cristabel grows 
into a headstrong young woman, World War II rears its head. She and Digby become British secret agents on 
separate missions in Nazi-occupied France--a more dangerous kind of playacting, it turns out, and one that 
threatens to tear the family apart. 
 
 
 
 



Quinn, Kate and Chany, Janie.  The Phoenix Crown Available 

From bestselling authors Janie Chang and Kate Quinn, a thrilling and unforgettable narrative about the 
intertwined lives of two wronged women, spanning from the chaos of the San Francisco earthquake to the 
glittering palaces of Versailles. 
San Francisco, 1906. In a city bustling with newly minted millionaires and scheming upstarts, two very different 
women hope to change their fortunes: Gemma, a golden-haired, silver-voiced soprano whose career 
desperately needs rekindling, and Suling, a petite and resolute Chinatown embroideress who is determined to 
escape an arranged marriage. Their paths cross when they are drawn into the orbit of Henry Thornton, a 
charming railroad magnate whose extraordinary collection of Chinese antiques includes the fabled Phoenix 
Crown, a legendary relic of Beijing's fallen Summer Palace. 
His patronage offers Gemma and Suling the chance of a lifetime, but their lives are thrown into turmoil when a 
devastating earthquake rips San Francisco apart and Thornton disappears, leaving behind a mystery reaching 
further than anyone could have imagined . . . until the Phoenix Crown reappears five years later at a 
sumptuous Paris costume ball, drawing Gemma and Suling together in one last desperate quest for justice. 

 
Rue, Gretchen.  Death by a Thousand Sips  Available 

Ever since she moved to Raven Creek, Washington, Phoebe Winchester knew she would have to grow 
accustomed to having a lot on her plate. She's beginning to make the Victorian manor she inherited from her 
dear and adventurous Aunt Eudora feel more like home, successfully running the bookstore and tea shop, The 
Earl's Study, and learning to harness her recently discovered magical powers. But when she discovers a dead 
body at an estate sale--even Phoebe wonders if this is simply too much. Rumors of Phoebe's involvement 
force her to take action; she needs to find the killer and clear her own name, once again. She enlists Rich 
Lofting, the handsome private detective and her childhood friend, in her investigation, all while she sorts out 
her unresolved feelings for him. Is there something more sinister lurking in the shadows of this small tight-knit 
town? And does Phoebe really want to find out? With a dash of magic, a pinch of sleuthing skills, and a 
spoonful of friendly assistance, Phoebe needs to uncover the killer to keep Raven Creek safe once again. But 
if she doesn't--will she find herself in even more hot water? 
 

              
 
Rushmeyer, Mollie. The Lost Manuscript  Available 

In the vein of The Library of Lost and Found by Phaedra Patrick, a priceless manuscript could be one woman's 
key to finding her missing grandmother--and to her own second chance. It's not just Ellora Lockwood's home 
that's being emptied as she prepares to sell--her heart seems to be empty too. Since the mysterious 
disappearance of her beloved Grandma June and separating from her husband, Alex, Ellora has felt adrift. 
Then comes an invitation from Alex to teach history at a summer program at Alnwick Castle in England. He's 
even found information about the location of a medieval manuscript that was her grandmother's obsession 
before she vanished. Warily, Ellora accepts Alex's offer. Surrounded by lush English countryside and 
captivating history, she pieces together clues about the manuscript's whereabouts--and uncovers new 
questions. Could someone have been sabotaging her grandmother's work? Anonymous threats lead Ellora to 
suspect she too may be in danger, but as she and Alex work together, she's finding strength, new purpose and 
the courage to see this quest through, wherever it may lead... 
 

Sanford, John.  Toxic Prey  Available 

Gaia is dying. That, at least, is what Dr. Lionel Scott believes. A renowned expert in tropical and infectious 
diseases, Scott has witnessed the devastating impact of illness and turmoil at critical scale. Society as it exists 
is untenable, and the direct link to Earth's death spiral; population levels are out of control and people have 
allowed disarray and disorder to run rampant. While most are concerned about deadly disease, Scott knows 



that it is truly humanity itself that will destroy Gaia. It's only by removing the threat that the planet can continue 
to prosper, and luckily, Scott is just the right man for the job... When Scott then disappears without a trace, 
Letty Davenport is tasked with tracking down any and all leads. Scott's connections to sensitive research into 
virus and pathogen spread has multiple national and international organizations on high alert, and his 
shockingly high clearance levels at various institutions, including the Los Alamos National Laboratory, make 
him the last person they'd like to go missing. As the web around Scott becomes more tangled, Letty calls in her 
father, Lucas, help her lead a group of specialists to find Scott as soon as possible. But as Letty and Lucas 
begin to uncover startling and disturbing connections between Scott and Gaia conspiracists, their worst fears 
are confirmed, and it quickly becomes a race to find him before the virus he created becomes the perfect 
weapon.                                                 
 
Slaughter, Karin.  After That Night  Available 

After that night, everything changed... Fifteen years ago, Sara Linton's life changed forever when a celebratory 
night out ended in a violent attack that tore her world apart. Since then, Sara has remade her life. A successful 
doctor, engaged to a man she loves, she has finally managed to leave the past behind her. Until one evening, 
on call in the ER, everything changes. Sara battles to save a broken young woman who's been brutally 
attacked. But as the investigation progresses, led by GBI Special Agent Will Trent, it becomes clear that Dani 
Cooper's assault is uncannily linked to Sara's. And the past isn't going to stay buried forever... 
 
Taylor, Drew Hayden. Cold  Available 
Elmore Trent is a professor of Indigenous studies who finds himself entangled in an affair that's ruining his 
marriage; Paul North plays in the IHL (Indigenous Hockey League), struggling to keep up with the game that's 
passing him by; Detective Ruby Birch is chasing a string of gruesome murders, with clues that conspicuously 
lead her to both Elmore and Paul. And then there's Fabiola Halan, former journalist-turned-author and famed 
survivor of a plane crash that sparked a nationwide tour promoting her book. What starts off as a series of 
subtle connections between isolated characters quickly takes a menacing turn, as it becomes increasingly 
clear that someone--or something--is hunting them all. Taking tropes from the murder mystery, police 
procedural, thriller, and horror genres, Drew Hayden Taylor weaves a pulse-pounding and propulsive narrative 
with an intricate cast of characters, while never losing the ability to make you laugh. 
 

                                                                                                                                                    
 

Thayne, RaeAnne.  All is Bright   Available                                                                                              
Sage McKnight is an ambitious young architect working at her father's firm who takes on her most challenging 
client in Mason Tucker. The former pro baseball player is still healing from the physical and emotional scars 
after a plane crash left him a wheelchair-using single dad, and he's determined not to let anyone breach his 
emotional defenses. Sage knows her work on Mason's new home in Hope's Crossing is her best work yet, and 
she won't let her grumpy client prevent her from showcasing her work personally. 
 

Unger, Lisa.  The New Couple in 5b: A novel  Available 
Rosie and Chad Lowan are barely making ends meet in New York City when they receive life-changing news: 
Chad's late uncle has left them his luxury apartment at the historic Windermere in glamorous Murray Hill. With 
its prewar elegance and impeccably uniformed doorman, the building is the epitome of old New York charm. 
One would almost never suspect the dark history lurking behind its perfectly maintained facade. At first, the 
building and its eclectic tenants couldn't feel more welcoming. But as the Lowans settle into their new home, 
Rosie starts to suspect that there's more to the Windermere than meets the eye. Why is the doorman ever-

 



present? Why are there cameras everywhere? And why have so many gruesome crimes occurred there 
throughout the years? When one of the neighbors turns up dead, Rosie must get to the truth about the 
Windermere before she, too, falls under its dangerous spell. 
 

Wan, Sophie.  Women Of Good Fortune  Available 
Bride-to-be Lulu is about to marry Shanghai's most eligible bachelor. She just has one secret: she isn't in love 
and is only marrying him under pressure to fix her family's financial issues. But for Lulu and her two best 
friends, her upcoming nuptials may offer a different opportunity entirely... It will be the social event of the 
season, lavish and over the top, but the three women's focus will be on one thing: the red envelopes filled with 
cash gifts, stored in an elaborate safe at the center of the ballroom. More than enough money to solve all their 
problems and transform their lives. Friends who steal together, stay together. With the help of a mysterious 
luxury goods counterfeiter and a snarky getaway driver, the women forge a brilliant plan to lift all the red 
envelopes on the big day. But as their plot grows increasingly complicated and relationships are caught in the 
cross fire, they're forced to face that having it all might come at a steep price. 
 

Winslow, Don. City in Ruins: a novel  Available 
Sometimes you have to become what you hate to protect what you love. Danny Ryan is rich. Beyond his 
wildest dreams rich. The former dock worker, Irish mob soldier and fugitive from the law is now a respected 
businessman - a Las Vegas casino mogul and billionaire silent partner in a group that owns two lavish hotels. 
Finally, Danny has it all: a beautiful house, a child he adores, a woman he might even fall in love with. Life is 
good. But then Danny reaches too far. When he tries to buy an old hotel on a prime piece of real estate with 
plans to build his dream resort, he triggers a war against Las Vegas power brokers, a powerful FBI agent bent 
on revenge and a rival casino owner with dark connections of his own. Danny thought he had buried his past, 
but now it reaches up to him from the grave to pull him down. Old enemies surface, and when they come for 
Danny they vow to take everything - not only his empire, not just his life, but all that he holds dear, including his 
son. To save his life and everything he loves, Danny must become the ruthless fighter he once was - and 
never wanted to be again. Ranging from the gritty back rooms of Providence, RI to the power corridors of 
Washington, DC and Wall Street to the golden casinos of Las Vegas, City in Ruins is an epic crime novel of 
love and hate, ambition and desperation, vengeance and compassion. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Additional information on these titles is available on the library’s home 
page @ ssmpl.ca 
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